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Derrick Rigney, who is homeless, has a
smoke on Pearl Street, just off 13th.
Danielle Cohn, of the Convention and
Visitors Bureau, said the goal was to
"create long-term solutions that can ensure
the largest return" on the investment in the
Convention Center.
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New tactics for handling
panhandlers

By Suzette Parmley
Inquirer Staff Writer

With a glittering $783 million Convention Center
expansion to showcase, downtown hotels and
other stakeholders in Philadelphia's hospitality
industry have partnered with city agencies to
deal with a highly complex, though hardly new,
issue:

How to curb aggressive panhandling and
encourage the homeless in the Market East
district to seek shelter and treatment services.

"We need to make the area around the
Convention Center more visitor-friendly," said
Ed Grose, executive director of the Greater
Philadelphia Hotel Association. "There's a
difference between those who are homeless
and professional panhandlers harassing both
residents and visitors alike."

Said city Managing Director Rich Negrin: "We
need to show the world the city's best face."

The effort to clean up Market East, which began
in December, is one of four pilot programs
under PhillyRising, a year-old project targeting
neighborhood "hotspots."

Its newly raised profile among conventioneers
and tourists is just part of what put Market
East, the only purely commercial district among
the four, on PhillyRising's radar. Among the
other criteria cited by the Police Department in
nominating the neighborhoods were the
number of license and inspection violations,
vacant housing, litter, and other quality-of-life
issues, said Deputy Managing Director John
Farrell, who is spearheading the project.

(The other neighborhoods, Farrell said, are
Hartranft, a small but violent area between
Sixth and 10th Streets from Lehigh Avenue to
York Street in North Philadelphia; a section of
West Philadelphia near the Haddington Library, and the "immediate vicinity" of Aria Health's
Frankford Hospital.)

Negrin said he hoped to expand PhillyRising based on the success of the pilot programs. In the
budget for the fiscal year beginning July 1, he is asking for about $570,000 to take the program
citywide.

PhillyRising's Market East effort is focused from Broad to Eighth Streets, bounded by Chestnut
Street on the south side and Arch Street on the north. Including the Convention Center extends
the northern border to Race Street between Broad and 11th.

"The midterm goal on Market Street East is to redevelop . . . so that it can better serve the
expanding hospitality industry and the growing Center City residential population," said Paul R.
Levy, president and chief executive officer of the Center City District, which provides security,
cleaning, and promotional services that supplement basic services provided by the city.

There are significant vacant parcels and many underdeveloped sites, particularly on the south
side of Market Street, Levy said.

PhillyRising will emphasize code enforcement regarding illegal signs and vending, blaring
speakers, and deteriorated storefronts; coordinate an on-street entertainment program called
Market East Live! that began March 19; and focus on quality-of-life issues such as panhandling
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and mentally ill homeless individuals through increased and improved outreach.

Sister Mary Scullion, executive director of Project H.O.M.E. - a housing and support service for the
homeless - said she had been in contact with Market East business and civic leaders since
November about the pilot program.

"The good news is Philly is rising," she said Friday. "We hope that this will lift all people. The devil
is always in the details, and we will work closely with people who are experiencing homelessness
to ensure their civil and human rights.

"We know that we can end homelessness in our city through jobs, education, and affordable
housing," Scullion said. "We look forward to working with the city, the business community, and
the people who are experiencing homelessness to really end it in our city."

For the 44 Center City hotels, there is a lot at stake.

"We're not trying to bully homeless people out," Grose said. "But we can encourage the city to
enforce sidewalk-behavior ordinances. We're trying to curb aggressive panhandlers because that
really makes a lot of people uncomfortable.

"Most hotels in the city have had negative experiences with people being overaggressive in their
lobbies, panhandling and disrupting the guest experience," he said.

The issue is so sensitive that none of the hotels wanted to be identified in this article as having a
panhandling problem - out of fear of losing business.

Among the strategies being discussed to deal with panhandlers, Farrell said, is a campaign to
stop people from giving money to them directly, donating instead to outreach programs that
provide services.

"It's about supply and demand, and we want to engage the hotels to dry up the supply," he said.

Danielle Cohn, vice president of the Philadelphia Convention and Visitors Bureau, which books
space at the Convention Center, said the newly expanded facility is being viewed as a major
investment that has to be protected.

The goal is to "create long-term solutions that can ensure the largest return" on that investment,
she said.

With Market Street Live!, Negrin envisions creating the feel of Baltimore's Inner Harbor and its
droves of shoppers, restaurantgoers, and street acts in a center courtyard.

The effort here, being tested through June, features live bands, street performers such as
clowns, and other entertainment.

"The goal is to make folks feel better when they leave the Convention Center, and not through a
sleight of hand, or whitewashing or hiding the problem," Negrin said.

But some say that is exactly what the city is attempting.

Street musicians Jesse Andrus, 54, of Southwest Philadelphia, and David Buckery, 39, of South
Philadelphia, play fusion jazz at 12th and Filbert Streets, in front of the Reading Terminal Market
and across from the Marriott Hotel, a few times a week. Passersby put bills and coins in a box
next to Buckery's foot as they jammed Wednesday.

"We never ask for money," Andrus said. He played the saxophone as Buckery played an Egyptian
drum called a darbuka and balanced a tambourine on his left foot.

Andrus said his support of the effort to move the homeless "depends on where you put them. I
mean, if there's no other place for them to go, are you going to give them housing and
treatment?"

He added that he is trying to develop a music program for the homeless with a city nonprofit.

Peter Murphy, 42, who lost his job as a cook about a year ago and has been homeless since, said
he just wanted a chance. He is staying at the Sunday Breakfast Mission at 1302 Vine St.

"My mission in life is to get a job and become a productive member of society," he said as he
stood outside the shelter last week. "I just need someone to believe in me."

Murphy said he made money by selling candy and never begs. He said he understood the city and
the hotels' push to curb panhandling around the Convention Center, just 21/2 blocks away.

"People come to the Convention Center for the Flower Show and the Auto Show, and oftentimes,
they bring their families," he said. "They don't want to be bothered."

Contact staff writer Suzette Parmley at 215-854-2594 or sparmley@phillynews.com.

CURRENTLY SHOWING ON PHILLY.COM

Britney back
in spotlight

3/30 Social
Circuit

2010 Philly
Naked Bike
Ride

Elizabeth
Taylor:
1932-2011

More scenes
from
Carnival

The Comedy
Awards

Inquirer
ads:
1950s

History
of Philly
crime

History
of Philly
sports

Updated:
Places
not
forgotten

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHADES OF PHILLY'S PAST

 SHARED

John Haas, retired chairman of Rohm and
Haas Company, dies

Francisco trying to make own mark, not fill
Werth's shoes

Litterally speaking, Philly's in a world of dirt

Father of Eagles’ Avant dies in car crash

Flyers Notes: Flyers coach downplays
leadership issue

Cliff Lee strikes out 11 as Phillies pound
Astros, 9-4

Relief corps enough to give Phillies a shot to
win

Francisco, Valdez come up big for Phillies

Phillies refused to lose

A proud day for some studious Philadelphia
inmates

» More Most Viewed

John Haas, retired chairman of Rohm and
Haas Company, dies

A proud day for some studious Philadelphia
inmates

Changing Skyline: Building's sale could bring
down curtain on music salon

Restaurant notes: Union Trust files for
bankruptcy protection

CAA making a name for itself in college
basketball

Recommend Be the first of your friends to recommend this.

Top 2011 Online Grants
Grant Funding May Be Available Go Back
To School!
www.ClassesUSA.com

Shocking: $24 Nikon D90?
Today: All Cameras are sold for up to 98%
Off. Buy yours today?
QuiBids.com

Print Restaurant Coupons
100's of Printable Coupons Coupons from
1,000's of Restaurants
www.ShopAtHome.com

VIEWED

1

Miss M.

13200

2

I Want

Super

Bowl
8900

3

orange

rhino

6460

4

skapadia

5500

4/3/2011 New tactics for handling panhandlers | P…

philly.com/…/20110403_New_tactics_for… 2/3



A Philly girl's
love for Michael

Vick

One Great Idea:
Anne Ewers on

celebrating arts

Mob Scene: Out

on bail

Off the Clock:
Shave and a

haircut

The Gossip:

Glamour Girl

Register to comment
Why are we asking you to register? We've made
some changes to increase the quality of the user
experience and dialogue, and reduce the number of
inappropriate or offensive posts. You're now
required to have a registered username and
account before adding a comment. This will improve
the experience for everyone. We apologize for the
inconvenience. Join the conversation!

SIGN UP NOW

Already Registered?
Sign In 

Email address

Password

Forgot Password?

Sign in to post a comment

Comments   

0 comments

 

 

 

 

 

Litterally speaking, Philly's in a world of dirt

Some Antiviolence Efforts Are Working

At Philly disciplinary school, students face a
strict day

Layoffs possible, Penn State president warns

Elmer Smith: He finally saw the homeless &
made sure they were fed

» More Most Emailed

View results

today's PHILLY.COM POLL

Should married men wear wedding
bands?

I'm a woman who thinks they should.

I'm a woman who thinks they don't need to.

I'm a man who thinks they should.

I'm a man who thinks they don't need to.

Vote

    RECENT ACTIVITY ACROSS OUR COMMUNITY
What's  this?

 

 

 

 

 

 

latest PHOTO GALLERIES

Phillies 9, Astros 4

Galaxy 1, Union 0

Bucks 93, Sixers 87 (OT)

Haddon Heights 7, West Deptford 1

First Take staff, 2011

Devils 4, Flyers 2

Philly.com:

Site Services:

The Inquirer:

Daily News:

Classifieds:

Partners:

News | Sports | Business | What's Happening | Restaurants & Food | Entertainment | Living | Marketplace | Jobs

Advertise on Philly.com | View print ads and special sections | Mobile Edition | News In Education

The Inquirer Digital | Columns | Subscriber Services

Daily News Digital | Columns | Subscriber Services

Jobs | Cars on AutoTrader.com | Real Estate | Rentals | Marketplace | Celebrations

Phrequency | Philadelphia City Paper | Philly Dealyo | The Trend | Active Adult Housing | Homes and Living | Communities
Magazine | Employment Weekly | Taste of Philadelphia | Parade Magazine

About Philly.com | Contact Us | Terms of Use & Privacy Statement | Copyright 2011

Latest News Feed          All RSS Feeds    RSS Terms of Use

BackinAction unlocked Runner
badge
1 hour ago

pmastro23 leveled up to
Contender
1 hour ago

Sister Maureen unlocked Scholar
badge
1 hour ago

Share Page Digg This Stumble It! Twitter Like Recommended

4/3/2011 New tactics for handling panhandlers | P…

philly.com/…/20110403_New_tactics_for… 3/3


